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• The purpose of today’s mee  ng is to:

–Review results of the Final Screening
–Present the Transit Alterna  ves
–Receive input on Alterna  ves that will move forward

Welcome
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• Evaluate the corridor’s transit service and needs.
• De  ne and evaluate alterna  ves including technologies, routes, 

and opera  on plans.
• Extensively work with the public and study area stakeholders.
• Evaluate the economic development poten  al of various 

transit improvement strategies.
• Determine order of magnitude cost es  mates.
• Iden  fy poten  al funding sources.
• Determine a preferred transit alterna  ve to ini  ate detailed 

engineering and development of a  nancial plan.

Welcome
Goals of the Central Omaha Transit Alterna  ves Analysis
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Does Omaha Need Improved Transit?
Growth Plans



Does Omaha Need Improved Transit? 
Regional Transit Vision
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Does Omaha Need Improved Transit? 
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Does Omaha Need Improved Transit? 
Improved transit in the corridor is driven by...

• A lack of transit access to our largest employers
• Disconnected ac  vity centers in the central core
• Lack of a transit corridor with more frequent 

service and simple routes
• An imbalance of parking capacity
• Poor trip circula  on for special events
• People saying they need be  er transit op  ons

Purpose and Need

Final Screening
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What Are The Possibili  es?
Transit Technologies

Modern Streetcar

• Fixed-guideway electric rail service
• Operates in mixed tra   c
• Low  oor vehicles with mul  ple doors
• Bicycles on board (4-6 max)
• Ar  culated for  ght radii turns
• Compa  ble with on-street parking
• Custom stops and shelters
• Shares travel lanes and stops with 

buses
• 130-160 passengers per vehicle

Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)

• Advanced bus service
• Operates in mixed tra   c

and/or dedicated lanes
• Low  oor buses with mul  ple doors
• Bikes on front of bus (3 max)
• Preferen  al treatments 

(queue jumps, tra   c signal priority)
• Specially branded service
• Shares travel lanes and stops with 

other buses
• 40-90 passengers per bus



What Are The Possibili  es? 
Alterna  ve 1: Bus Rapid Transit - Dodge/Douglas to 72nd

Modern Streetcar

1 Stop locationsBRT
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Ridership Regional

Capacity 90 People, 3 Bikes

New Transit Riders 1,200 per day

Capital Cost $30 million*

Opera  on Cost $2 million/year*
*Approximate costs



What Are The Possibili  es? 
Alterna  ve 2: Bus Rapid Transit - Farnam/Harney to 72nd

Modern Streetcar
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2 Stop locationsBRT

BRT Farnam/Harney
Ridership Regional

Capacity 90 People, 3 Bikes

New Transit Riders 1,400 per day

Capital Cost $30 million*

Opera  on Cost $2 million/year*
*Approximate costs



What Are The Possibili  es? 
Alterna  ve 3: Modern Streetcar - Farnam/Harney to UNMC

Modern Streetcar
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3 Stop locationsMS

Modern Streetcar Farnam/Harney
Ridership Downtown Circulator

Capacity 160 People, 6 Bikes

New Transit Riders 1,400 per day

Capital Cost $140 million*

Opera  on Cost $7 million/year*
*Approximate costs



Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)

Modern Streetcar (MS)

Stop locations
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What Are The Possibili  es? 
Possible Combined Alterna  ve

Modern StreetcarBRT 
Farnam/Harney

Modern Streetcar 
Farnam/Harney

Ridership Regional Downtown Circulator

Capacity 90 People, 3 Bikes 160 People, 6 Bikes

New Transit Riders TBD

Capital Cost $30 million* $110 million*

Opera  on Cost $2 million/year* $5 million/year*
*Approximate costs
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What Are the Possibili  es?
Route Alignment Op  ons

Couplet Alterna  ve Contra-Flow Alterna  ve



What Do We Get By Improving Transit?
Downtown Development Projec  ons: 15 Year Outlook

Figures from S.B. Friedman: Central Omaha Transit Alterna�ves Analysis - Forecast of Development Impacts of BRT and Streetcar Alterna�ves

Jobs numbers are calculated based on the 
capacity of office, hotel and commercial 
square feet of development added. 

Three alterna�ves were analyzed for 
development poten�al. Two Bus Rapid 
Transit (BRT) routes and one 
Modern Streetcar route were evaluated.

Popula�on numbers are calculated based 
on the number of poten�al units added 
and a rate of 1.5 people/unit.

Net gain in projected construc�on 
development.

Total: 4,650
+ 1,650

+ 1,200
Total: 12,000

Total: $1.45 billion
+ $305 million

BRT
16th & Fahey to
42nd & Farnam

+ 3,150
Total: 6,150

+ 8,500
Total: 19,300

Total: $2.13 billion
+ $1 billion

Modern Streetcar

16th & Fahey to
42nd & Farnam

+ 1,350
Total: 4,350

+ 1,200
Total: 12,000

Total: $1.41 billion
+ $262 million

BRT
16th & Fahey to
42nd & Farnam

Baseline

10,800

$1.15 billion

3,000

No transit 
improvements.
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What Do We Get By Improving Transit?
A Park Once District

 
 

 

  
 

Evening Parking Occupancy Rates
Average Evening Occupancy= 46%Average Weekday Occupancy= 53%

Based on the 2011 Omaha 
Downtown Improvement District 

Parking Management Plan 
there are currently

in the Omaha Downtown 
Improvement District

Source: Olsson Associates, Walker 
Parking Consultants, May 2011
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What Do We Get By Improving Transit?
Increased Tax Base on Future Development

Less land commi  ed to parking provides 
more opportuni  es for vibrant growth.

 
 

 

Projected Development Without Transit Projected Development With Transit



T R A N S I T
ALTERNATIVES
ANALYSIS

Central Omaha

How Do We Pay For It?
Poten  al Sources for Financing Transit Investments
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Next Steps




